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The best beach, albeit renourished, group says
VENICE Venice Beach was named one of the five best renourished beaches by a national preservation group.

The American Shore and Beach Preservation Association notified the city Friday that it had been honored for its three-year, $16-million project, which was finished a few weeks ago.

The renourishment started in 2005 and extended the beach about 130 feet along 3.3 miles of shoreline. The final phase wrapped up about two weeks ago when the city completed the installation of five artificial limestone reefs. The two- to three-ton boulders, mined from land near the Everglades in Immokalee, were placed offshore to restore the hard sea floor that was covered up during the renourishment work.

"It's something we've been really proud of," said Pam Johnson, city spokeswoman. "It has been a very successful endeavor for maintaining sand on our beach and providing a broad habitat for sea turtles and shorebird nesting."

The city agreed to install the limestone reefs as a part of its renourishment permit.

The artificial reefs are located about 500 yards offshore and together provide seven acres of habitat for sea life.

"There are already things growing on it," attracting a number of fish, Johnson said.

Venice Beach was renourished twice in the 1990s. During the recent restoration, the city and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers added about 1 million cubic yards of sand to help prevent future erosion.

Destin, North Boca Raton Beach and Walton County in Florida also received the 2008 award, along with a park in Seattle, Ocean Isle Beach, N.C., and Kuhio Beach in Hawaii.
